
Leibowitz said Empowered Spaces had 
seen a distinct move to more image 
conscious design by their clients. “Like 
corporate offi ce design, our clients want 
their buildings to refl ect and enhance 
their corporate image. The same criteria 
required by the offi ce market needs to 
be incorporated into these new evolved 
industrial facilities. In order to keep 
key staff, both blue and white collar 
environments need to match their 
aspirations of competing offerings.”

He said the new Amrod building 
strives to be a landmark building, 
portraying the ethos and image of the 
client. The prominent position, fronting 
onto three of the busiest highways 
in South Africa gave the architects 
and Amrod the unique opportunity 
to use the building as a branding and 
marketing tool.

Leibowitz says the architectural 
design of industrial buildings has 
evolved from utilitarian to design 
sensitive. Historically, industrial 
buildings were built to be shells to house 
product, production or distribution; the 
simpler and cheaper they could be built, 

PROJECT #4 AMROD  <<>>BLUEPRINT

 the better. Auxiliary buildings 
such offi ces and related staff facilities 
were merely tagged on, either inside 
or onto the face of the industrial box, 
with little consideration.

The advent of the Industrial Park 
marked the fi rst part of this design 
revolution, where progressive urban 
planning concepts developed design 
guidelines for the aesthetics and planning 
of building within the parks. This resulted 
in more considered environments, and 
afforded tenants the opportunity and 

value to incorporate their head offi ce 
components into the same development, 
which in turn again uplifted and upgraded 
the quality of the facilities as a whole. One 
now started to see high-grade commercial 
offi ces being attached to historically, 
cheap warehouse structures. With the 
head offi ce and increasing staff sensitivity, 
the architectural aesthetic and design 
principles are now being stretched to include 
all the corporate recreational facilities 
that one experiencedin the offi ce market 
incorporated into the industrial market. 
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Renico Construction undertook the development of the new 
corporate building on JG Strydom Avenue in Weltevreden 
Park, Gauteng. The 2 982m2 building houses Voltsing’s 
A-Grade offi ces, a showroom space, warehousing and a 
small assembly area. The assembly area is in a basement 
area below the warehouse and forklift access has been 
provided between these two fl oors for  effi cient operations.

www.renicoconstruction.co.za

WHERE’S THE WAREHOUSE

The front 
façade was 
enhanced with 
stone cladding 
and a careful 
selection of 
fi nishes 
utilised to 
ensure that it 
was not an 
eyesore for the 
surrounding 
residents. 

In designing new 
premises for 
Voltsing 
Electrical, Entity 
Architects gave 
particular 
consideration to 
the fact that the 
premises were 
situated in an 
area that is 
predominately 
residential. 
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